
Was $68.08. I sustracted that from $123.04. As soon as you get the other bill 
foward it to me. I’ll send that check later. 

I heard many fine comments about you at Central in Detroit. They say you 
broke all records, and they are going to ask if you will return next year. I went 
down on Friday and heard Jesse Jai McNeil, he spoke at a Lenten service.’ He did 
a good job. 

Yours Daddy. 

TLc. EBCR. 

31 Mar 
1958 

Love to Coretta and the children. 

1. Jesse Jai McNeil was pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church in Detroit. 

To George D. Kelsey 

31 March 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King asks one of his Morehouse College mentors for comments on a chapterfiom his 
manuscript. Kelsey returned the draft with extensive notes on 4 April.’ 

Dr. George D. Kelsey 
Drew University 
Madison, New Jersey 

Dear Dr. Kelsey: 

Enclosed is a rough draft-a very rough draft-of a chapter which is to appear 
in a book that I am writing on the Montgomery Bus struggle. This happens to be 
one of the chapters dealing with the theoretical phase of the Movement-the 
philosophy of non-violence. I would deeply appreciate your critical comments on 
this chapter. As you know, I have a great deal of respect for you as a scholar and 
Iwould not like to have this chapter go outwithoutyour critical suggestions. I know 
of your extremely busy schedule and I feel somewhat guilty in even making the 
request, but I can assure you that it would be of immeasurable assistance to me. 

I am mainly concerned with your critical comments on my intellectual pilgrim- 
age to non-violence which begins on pace 163 and the theoretical meaning of 
the philosophy of non-violence which begins on page 177. There are, naturally, 
several grammatical and stylistic corrections which I will have to make, but I am 

I. See Kelsey to King, 4 April 1958, pp. 394-395 in this volume. 391 
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1958 philosophical thinking. 

deeply concerned about having the content in line with straight theological and 

Since I am racing with a dead-line, I would appreciate hearing from you at your 
earliest convenience. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] M. L. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

MLEp 

- P.S. Please ignore marks that I have already made on this copy. 

TLI. GDKF’. 

“Advice for Living” 

April 1958 
Chicago, Ill. 

Question: My husband and I were members of the same church. A few weeks ago, in 
a church meeting, I took sides with the minister. My husband got very angry. He recently 
joined another church and now he will not let our daughter go to the old church. He insists 
that I attend the church he joined. Is he right in making this decision ? 

It is always very unfortunate for anyone to leave a church because of 
some disagreement with the minister. Unless the situation is unalterably bad, you 
should calmly and patiently seek to convince your husband that it would proba- 
bly be better for him to seek to become reconciled with your minister rather than 
insist on you and your daughter joining the other church. Through such a rec- 
onciliation it will be possible for your husband to honorably come back to his old 
church. This is a very touchy problem, but if it is handled properly I believe it can 
be worked out. If you can convince your husband that your roots are in your 
church and that his roots are also there, he will probably come to see that it will 
be better for him to return to the old church than for you to go to the new church. 
You should also discuss this whole question with your minister and show him the 
urgent need for your family to be together. Through such mutual interchange I 
think the problem can be solved. 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

I am a I 7-year-old musician and I belong to the church. I p h y  gospel mu- 
sic and Iplay rock ’n’ roll. Is it a sin to play rock ’n’ roll music f m  a living? 

The question of whether playing rock and roll for a living is sinful or 
not sinful is really not the basic question confronting you. The real question is 
whether one can be consistent in playing gospel music and rock and roll music 
simultaneous. It seems to me that one must decide to either play gospel music or 
rock and roll. The two are totally incompatible. The profound sacred and spiri- 
tual meaning of the great music of the church must never be mixed with the tran- 
sitory quality of rock and roll music. The former serves to lift men’s souls to higher 
levels of reality, and therefore to God; the latter so often plunges men’s minds 
into degrading and immoral depths. Therefore, I would say that you would be 392 
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